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Climate Impacts in San Diego 

 UCSD Professor Keeling in July at NR&C: 

 More Intense and humid heat waves 

 More intense storms and drought 

 Increased water and energy demand 

 Increased fire frequency, intensity & area covered 

 Sea-level rise and coastal effects 

 Small window of opportunity to slow down climate 

change 
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 Climate Plan Supports & Mitigates 
General Plan 

• Conservation Element -A.2 – Reduce 

the City's Carbon Footprint 

• Conservation Element – A.13 – 

Regularly monitor, update, and 

implement the City’s Climate Action 

Plan to ensure minimum compliance 

with all applicable federal, state and 

local laws.  

 Climate Action Plan will help 
implement: 

• City of Villages 

• General Plan’s Transit Oriented 

Development Goals 
 

Setting the Scene 

Why are we doing this?  



San Diego’s Draft Climate Action Plan 

 Measures to meet GHG reduction targets of 2020 (AB 32) and 
2035 (ES-3-05), consistent with planning horizon of General Plan 

 Requires local/regional actions as well as continued 
implementation of federal and state mandates.  

 These actions and associated co-benefits will contribute to the 
City’s current and future prosperity, resiliency and sustainability. 

 Global competitiveness 

 Support’s City of Villages concept 

 Furthering San Diego’s leadership in clean tech industries 

 Active transportation systems (biking, walking, transit) 

Setting the Right Targets 
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Setting the Right Targets 

Baseline, BAU, and Targets 



Updated Community  
Baseline 2010 Inventory 

By the Numbers 



A Successful Climate Action Plan for San Diego 



5 BOLD Strategies for 

 GHG Emissions Reduction 

By the Numbers 

1. ENERGY & WATER EFFICIENT BUILDINGS 

2. CLEAN & RENEWABLE ENERGY 

3. BIKING, WALKING & TRANSIT  

4. ZERO WASTE MANAGEMENT 

5. CLIMATE RESILIENCY 
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San Diego Climate Action Plan 

Implementation Plan 



Potential Building Energy Emission Reduction Strategies 

Capitalizing on Opportunities  

Strategy 1: Energy &  

Water Efficient Buildings 



Capitalizing on Opportunities 

Strategy 2: Clean & Renewable Energy  



Capitalizing on Opportunities 

Strategy 3: Biking, Walking & Transit 



Capitalizing on Opportunities 

Strategy 3: Biking, Walking & Transit 



Keys to success 

 

 Will take full support by the City, community 
and elected officials to ensure success 

 Regular monitoring and evaluation is critical 

 We must adapt and modify our approaches 
as needed 

 

 

 

 

Engaging the Public  



We are already taking action 

 

 Achievements in San Diego Thus Far 
•Renewable – 22 MW (more coming) 

•Upgraded 90% LED Traffic lights & 36,000 new efficient street 

lights (saved City millions) 

•10 Balboa Park building retrofits ($1M saved) 

•Capturing gas from landfills to power City facilities 

•Aggressive bike restriping program/bike share 

•Electric car-sharing program (Car2Go) 

 



Next Steps… 

 

 Finalize Working Draft in early 2014 

 Environmental review process will be Feb 2014 to Fall 
2014 (estimated timeline) – will include more public 
outreach 

 Estimated Final Council Adoption Early 2015 

 

Engaging the Public  


